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' -'•-, . _ • LEARMER HEARING REOPENED TOR CURTAIN DTDUSTRY 

Add i t i ona l ^Testimony on -'-.y" ' 
Cur ta in Branch of T e x t i l e .-..r 

.;•' I ndus t ry to be Heard December 13 

At the r eques t of the Cur ta in Manufacturers ' Guild Incor i jorated, vdth o f f i c e s 

a t Brooklyn, Nev; York, r e p r e s e n t i n g a l a r g e p o r t i o n of the cu r t a in 'manufac tu r ing 

i n d u s t r y , the Wage and Hour D i v i s i o n of the Uni ted S t a t e s Department of Labor has 

reopened the h e a r i n g on t e x t i l e l e a r n e r s , i n s o f a r as i t a p p l i e s t o the raanufacture 

of c u r t a i n s . Addi t iona l testimonj'- w i l l be heard by Merle D. Vincent , D i r e c t o r 

of the Hearings Branc^chf the Div i s ion a t 10 A.M., Decenber 1 3 . i n h i s o f f i c e 

a t 939 D S t r e e t , N. V . , Washington, D. C. 

On November 7, 1939, as a r e s u l t of the hea r ing in October , a de te r ra ina t ion 

and order was i s sued by the D iv i s ion a l lowing employment of as many as f i v e p e r ­

cent of the t o t a l number of o p e r a t o r s in the c u r t a i n branch of the t e x t i l e 

industrji ' a s l e a r n e r s for tu rnover i f exper ienced o p e r a t o r s a re not a v a i l a b l e . The 

order allowed employment of l e a r n e r s fo r a pe r iod of e i g h t weeks in c u r t a i n raan­

u f a c t u r i n g . 

I At the same t ime, a " n o t i c e of oppor tun i ty t o p e t i t i o n for review" was 
i. 

issued by the Division providing for entertainment of petitions for reviev/ of 

the order if filed v/ithin 15 days. 

On November 14, the Guild wrote the Division restating its attitude "that 

the curtain nan'ufacturers in the New York area represent approximately 60 percent 

of the total volume of business done in the entire Nation"ind that the Guild 

members felt that whatever necessity there might be for granting of learners 
exemption In the Industry, was far outweighed by the possibility of abuse of the 
exemption." The letter further stated thrt at a meeting held on Nov. 9 the members 
had decided to reaffirm their position against learner exemptions in their industry, 
"and to take whatever steps necessary to secure a cancellation of the exemption." 

Any interested persons may testify at the reopened hearing on Dec. 13 by 
communicating with Mr. Vincent beforo noon December 12. (2629) 




